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Landscape Management Plans 
as Required





Landscape Management Plans

A. Landscape Management Approach 

B. Landscape Management Schedule

C. Landscape Management Areas
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A. Landscape Management Approach
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Keep it Green!



B. Landscape 
Management 
Schedule
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C. Landscape Management Areas
• Grounds Maintenance (Exhibit ‘A’)
• Plant Care (Exhibit ‘B’)
• Lawn Care (Exhibit ‘C’)
• Irrigation (Exhibit ‘D’)
• Special Landscape Types (Exhibit ‘E’)
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Grounds Maintenance (Exhibit ‘A’)
CLEAN-UP:
• Weekly removal of paper, cans, bottles, sticks, 

trash and other debris. 
FALL LEAF REMOVAL
• Remove leaves from turf areas 
• Leaves may be raked into shrub beds for mulch 
WATER
• Monitor the moisture levels around all plants 
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Plant Care (Exhibit ‘B’)

• Trees, Shrubs, Vines, Groundcovers
• Fertilizer
• Weed Control
• Mulch and/or Rock Layer
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Plant Care (Exhibit ‘B’)
TREES
• Prune trees only to remove dead, diseased, broken, 

dangerous, or crossing branches, or to maintain clearances. 
SHRUBS
• Except for hedges, allow the shrubs to grow unpruned to 

their natural sizes! 
• Replace dead or missing shrubs
VINES
• Maintain vines as per shrubs – keep under control where 

critical - buildings, etc.
GROUNDCOVER
• Keep groundcover trimmed back from walks.
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Plant Care: Weed Control
• Remove weeds in planted areas, sidewalks, 

curbs, gutters, or pavement weekly as the 
weeds emerge. 

• Regular maintenance of the mulch will help 
minimize weeds in shrub and groundcover 
areas. 
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Plant Care - Mulching

WHEN Once every year :  
- Spring to prevent weeds.  
- Fall to prevent erosion and winter weeds.

WHERE Whole beds, paths, 3 ft. or larger ring 
around trees & shrubs in lawns.

HOW Remove weeds & grass before mulching.
Keep mulch away from plant stems.  

Seattle Public Utilities 



MulchingWHAT
Woody mulches (wood chips, bark) 
for woody plants (trees & shrubs). 

Non woody mulches
(compost, leaves grass clippings, 
composted manure or 
biosolids) for non-woody plants
(annuals, perennials, berries, roses).

HOW MUCH   
Compost, leaves, sawdust, 
fine bark, grass clippings:  1-2” deep.  
Wood chips or coarse bark:  2-4” deep.

Seattle Public Utilities 



Plant Care – Fertilizing
“natural organic” or “slow-release” fertilizers 

FERTILIZE MODERATELY 
- Too much fertilizer produces excess growth. 
- Sets plants up for pest and drought damage.  
- Overuse damages essential soil life.  

WHERE Most trees and shrubs get all the nutrients they 
need from regular mulching.  Lawns and gardens often 
need additional nutrients - fertilizer. Seattle Public Utilities 



Lawn Care (Exhibit ‘C’) 
• Organic and low chemical 

options for entire landscapes
• Use grasscycling, aeration, 

overseeding and topdressing 
to improve turf/soil health

• Organic and part organic fertilizers

Seattle Public Utilities 



Irrigation (Exhibit ‘D’)
• Spring Start up: Open the main 

valve(s), inspect and adjust all 
sprinkler heads, re-program 
controller

• Regular Inspections: check valves, 
breaks, heads, coverage, drip 
system checks

• Winterization: Blow out system to 
prevent freeze damage 
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Special Landscape Types (Exhibit ‘E’)
• Street Trees and other R.O.W. plantings 
• Landscapes on Structure 
• Vertical Green 
• Green Roofs 
• Water Features 
• Rain Gardens 
• Permeable Paving 
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Street Trees and R.O.W. Plantings

KAREN KIEST |  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS KK|LA



Street Trees and R.O.W. Plantings
• Require summer 

water to establish
• Additional stress of 

vehicular, 
pedestrian (and 
dog) traffic
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Sound Transit – Structured Soils at 
the Pine Street Stub Tunnel



Landscapes on Structure
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Landscapes on Structure:
Green Roofs - Intensive
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Intensive Green Roofs (Rooftop Gardens)
(Extends flexibility of Green Roof for other uses, aesthetics)
• Minimum (6”) of growing medium:

Grass – 6” -12”
Shrubs – 12”-16”
Small Trees – 16” – 24”
Large Trees – 24” – 36”

• Irrigation necessary – drip works with winds
• Excellent drainage necessary
• Maintenance required, esp. at start.
• Protect waterproofing!

Garden of Remembrance, Benaroya Hall



Vertical Green
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Vertical Green
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Vertical Green

Vines need special 
attention as to their 
cultural requirements 
and growth habits 

Capitol Hill Library
Cutler Architects 
w Johnston Architects, 
Nakano Associates
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Vertical Green



KK|LA



KK|LA

Green Roofs
• exposed to 

extremes of 
wind, sun, and 
temperature, 
and may be 
harder to reach 
and maintain.



Justice Center
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Ballard Library
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Water Features
• Mechanical upkeep.
• Waterproofing 

concerns similar to 
landscapes over 
structure.

• Winterization 
requirements.
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Rain Gardens

need to be able to 
handle wet and dry 
conditions.

Bioretention
Bioswales
Stormwater Planter
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Seattle Sea Streets





Bioretention



Bioswales



Bioswales



Stormwater Planters
Denny Park Apartments
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Permeable Paving
• Carefully 

maintain paving 
surfaces to 
prevent 
clogging with 
debris over 
time.

KK|LA







DRAFT LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT PLAN
A. Landscape Management Approach 

B. Landscape Management Schedule

C. Landscape Management Areas

Grounds Maintenance (Exhibit ‘A’)

Plant Care (Exhibit ‘B’)
•Trees
•Shrubs
•Vines
•Groundcovers
•Fertilizer
•Weed Control
•Mulch and/or Rock Layer

Lawn Care (Exhibit ‘C’)

Irrigation (Exhibit ‘D’)

Special Landscape Types (Exhibit ‘E’)
•Street Trees and R.O.W. Improvements
•Landscapes on Structure
•Vertical Green
•Green Roofs
•Water Features
•Rain Gardens
•Permeable PavingKAREN KIEST |  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS KK|LA



Keep it Green!
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